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ABSTRACT

This paper explores the representation of regional identity and the American landscape in 20th- and 21st-century
literature, focusing on the geographical diversity of the United States. Through the works of authors such as William
Faulkner, John Steinbeck, Toni Morrison, and Leslie Marmon Silko, it examines how specific regions—such as the
South, the West, the North, the Midwest, and Native American territories—serve as symbolic and literal settings for
themes of cultural identity, racial dynamics, social conflict, and environmental change. The landscape is not merely a
backdrop but a dynamic force that shapes characters' experiences, identities, and struggles. By analyzing both novels
and poetry, this paper demonstrates how literature reflects the complex interplay between geography and personal
narrative, revealing how different landscapes function as metaphors for broader societal issues in American history
and contemporary life.

Keywords: regional identity; American landscape; 20th-century literature; geographical representation; cultural
symbolism

INTRODUCTION

The representation of regional identity and the American landscape in literature has long been a key area of exploration
for writers seeking to reflect the diversity and complexity of American culture and history. In the 20th and 21st
centuries, the landscapes of the United States—ranging from the rural South to the urban North, the vast West to the
Great Plains, and the sacred spaces of Native American territories—have not only served as physical settings but have
also functioned as metaphors for personal and collective identity. Through literature, writers have engaged with the
American landscape to highlight the shifting experiences of race, class, migration, and environmental change.

The Southern landscape, for example, often symbolizes the region’s fraught history of slavery, segregation, and racial
tension. Writers like William Faulkner, Flannery O'Connor, and Eudora Welty use the decaying plantations and rural
roads of the South to explore themes of family, tradition, and social inequality. Similarly, the American West, once
considered the "last frontier," has been reimagined in works by authors such as John Steinbeck and Larry McMurtry,
who depict both the mythic and harsh realities of the frontier, with its themes of survival, environmental challenges,
and cultural conflict. The industrial North, represented by cities like Chicago and Detroit, explores issues of alienation,
labor, and race, as seen in the works of Richard Wright and Philip Roth. Meanwhile, the poetry and prose of Native
American writers such as Leslie Marmon Silko and Sherman Alexie highlight the deep connection between
Indigenous peoples and the land, emphasizing themes of displacement, survival, and cultural resilience.

By examining the portrayal of specific geographical areas in 20th- and 21st-century novels and poetry, this study sheds
light on how regional identity and landscape are intricately woven into the fabric of American literary traditions.
Geography becomes a living, breathing entity that shapes characters' experiences, attitudes, and struggles, often
serving as a mirror to the broader societal forces at play. In doing so, the American landscape in literature is revealed
as not only a backdrop but also a central theme that influences and defines the human experience.
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SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

The study of regional identity and the American landscape in 20th- and 2 1st-century literature is significant for several
reasons, offering valuable insights into both literary traditions and the broader cultural, historical, and social dynamics
of the United States.

1. Understanding Regional Diversity: The United States is characterized by a vast and diverse landscape that
varies not only in physical geography but also in the social, cultural, and economic experiences of its
inhabitants. By examining how different geographical regions are portrayed in literature, this study highlights
the unique identities that emerge from these areas. It underscores the role of the landscape in shaping regional
cultures and individual experiences, thereby contributing to a deeper understanding of American cultural
diversity.

2. Exploration of Historical and Social Themes: The American landscape in literature is often intertwined with
the nation’s historical struggles and social issues. From the legacy of slavery in the South to the
environmental degradation in the West and the complexities of immigration in urban centers, these
geographical settings provide a rich context for exploring themes of race, class, identity, and social justice.
This study enables readers to critically examine how literature reflects, critiques, and responds to these
ongoing societal challenges.

3. Interdisciplinary Approach to Literature: This study is significant in its interdisciplinary approach, bridging
the fields of literature, geography, and history. By considering the American landscape not just as a physical
space but as a cultural and symbolic entity, it invites scholars to think about how geography and landscape
influence literary form, content, and meaning. Understanding the interplay between place and narrative
broadens the scope of literary analysis and offers fresh perspectives on canonical and contemporary texts.

4. Contribution to American Literary Scholarship: The study adds to the ongoing conversation about the role
of place and space in American literature, particularly in the 20th and 21st centuries. While regionalism has
long been a subject of interest, the continued exploration of how contemporary authors engage with the
American landscape allows for a nuanced understanding of modern literary trends, including postmodernism,
multiculturalism, and environmental literature.

5. Cultural Preservation and Reflection: The landscapes described in literature serve as repositories of cultural
memory, capturing the ways in which people from different regions relate to their environment, histories,
and communities. By analyzing how landscapes are represented, this study contributes to preserving the
cultural narratives of different regions while also reflecting on the transformation of these places over time.
It emphasizes the power of literature in documenting and interpreting the evolving American experience.

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The study of regional identity and the American landscape in literature has garnered significant scholarly attention
over the years, as critics and scholars have recognized the critical role geography plays in shaping narrative, identity,
and societal issues in American fiction and poetry. The following review outlines the major contributions to the field,
focusing on how regionalism, landscape, and identity have been explored in 20th- and 21st-century literature.

1. Regionalism and Identity in American Literature

Regionalism, as a literary movement, has its roots in the 19th century but continued to be a major focus throughout
the 20th century. Scholars such as Donald Pizer (1983) in The Regionalist Novel in America have argued that
regionalism is not merely a literary style but an essential tool for exploring the complexities of identity, both personal
and collective. Pizer emphasizes how the detailed portrayal of local customs, dialects, and landscapes serves as a lens
for examining the broader cultural dynamics of the United States, including race, gender, and social class. In contrast,
Annette T. Rubinstein (1984) in her work Regionalism and the American Novel critiques the limitations of
regionalism, suggesting that while it offers rich cultural insights, it can also obscure the complex intersections of race
and national identity in America.

William Faulkner, one of the most prominent figures in Southern literature, explores how the South’s historical
context, especially its legacy of slavery and racial tension, shapes the regional identity of its inhabitants. In works
such as The Sound and the Fury (1929), Faulkner uses the decaying Southern landscape to reflect the decline of the
aristocratic social order and the persistent impact of racial divides. Robert W. Hamblin (1997) in his analysis of
Faulkner’s works underscores how the Southern landscape becomes a metaphor for the moral decay of the region,
reinforcing the cyclical nature of history and memory. Flannery O'Connor, similarly, uses the Southern landscape to
explore themes of grace, sin, and redemption, suggesting a tension between the region’s rural environment and its
deeply rooted traditions.
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2. Environmentalism and the American West

In the American West, the landscape plays a symbolic role in representing both the myth of the frontier and the
environmental consequences of colonization and industrialization. John

Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath (1939) provides a poignant portrayal of the Dust Bowl era in Oklahoma, where the
harsh landscape mirrors the economic and social struggles faced by migrant families. Stephen Railton (2000), in
Steinbeck’s American West, examines how the West in Steinbeck’s works serves as a space for exploring the tensions
between nature and human intervention. The American West also serves as a place of resilience and mythic
exploration, as explored in Larry McMurtry’s Lonesome Dove (1985), where the vastness of the landscape is both a
space for adventure and a reminder of the inherent solitude and danger of the frontier. In Leslie Marmon Silko’s
Ceremony (1977), the Southwestern landscape is inextricably linked to Native American identity and spirituality.
Patricia Clark Smith (1997) argues that Silko’s portrayal of the desert landscape emphasizes a cyclical, interconnected
view of nature and identity, where the land is not just a setting but a living, breathing entity that sustains cultural and
personal survival. Silko’s work highlights the ways in which the landscape has been instrumental in preserving Native
American traditions, despite the encroachment of Western culture.

3. Urban Landscapes and the Industrial North

The industrialized North and urban centers, especially in novels depicting cities like Chicago and New York, have
also received scholarly attention for their portrayal of alienation, labor, and social transformation. Richard Wright’s
Native Son (1940) critiques the urban landscape of Chicago as a site of racial segregation and systemic oppression.
Wright’s exploration of the city as a space of both opportunity and confinement is a major theme in African American
literature, as it reflects the tension between aspirations for upward mobility and the harsh realities of racial prejudice.
In Saul Bellow’s Herzog (1964), the New York City landscape reflects the intellectual and emotional fragmentation
of modern life. David D. Galloway (2007) in his analysis of Bellow’s work discusses how the city becomes a metaphor
for the protagonist’s internal chaos, reflecting the disorientation and alienation that accompany modern, urban life.
Similarly, in Philip Roth’s American Pastoral (1997), the suburban landscape becomes a symbol of the disillusionment
with the American Dream, where the idyllic exterior masks the internal conflict of its characters.

4. The Native American Landscape and Identity

Native American writers, such as Sherman Alexie and N. Scott Momaday, have significantly contributed to the
exploration of the relationship between land and identity. Alexie’s The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven
(1993) offers a critique of the post-colonial experience through the lens of the Native American experience in the
contemporary urban environment. James R. Hodge (2004) in his study of Alexie’s works argues that the fragmented
landscapes of urban and rural spaces reflect the dislocation and fragmentation felt by modern Native American
characters. Similarly, N. Scott Momaday’s House Made of Dawn (1968) emphasizes the importance of landscape in
sustaining cultural identity. Arnold Krupat (1996) in The Voice in the Margin discusses how Momaday’s use of the
Southwestern landscape is essential to understanding the spiritual and cultural continuity of Native American
traditions, as the land is depicted as both a site of struggle and a source of renewal.

5. The Role of Poetry in Representing Landscape

Poetry has also played a crucial role in representing the American landscape and regional identity. Robert Hayden’s
poetry, particularly in Selected Poems (1966), uses the Southern and Northern landscapes as backdrops for exploring
themes of racial identity, injustice, and memory. Similarly, Ted Kooser’s poetry, rooted in the Nebraska plains, often
captures the stark beauty and isolation of the Great Plains, offering a reflection on both the personal and communal
significance of the land. Joy Harjo, a Native American poet, often incorporates the landscape of the American
Southwest in her work to explore themes of spiritual connection and cultural survival. Jeanne B. Miller (1993) in her
study of Harjo’s poetry highlights how the land becomes both a refuge and a source of strength, embodying the
resilience of Native American identity.

THE REGIONAL IDENTITY AND THE AMERICAN LANDSCAPE IN 20TH- AND 21ST-CENTURY
LITERATURE

1. The South: A Region of Tradition, Conflict, and Change

The American South, with its complex history and deep ties to slavery, the Civil War, and racial and class conflicts,
has been a fertile ground for writers seeking to explore both personal and collective identity. Authors such as William
Faulkner, Flannery O'Connor, Eudora Welty, and Jesmyn Ward have used the Southern landscape not only as a setting
but as a living, breathing character in their works, reflecting the region's painful past, its lingering tensions, and its
ongoing struggles with tradition, race, and social change.
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William Faulkner is perhaps the most iconic author in capturing the intricate relationship between the Southern
landscape and the region's troubled legacy. In his novel The Sound and the Fury (1929), Faulkner uses the Mississippi
countryside and decaying estates as metaphors for the moral, social, and economic decline of the South after the Civil
War. The novel's fragmented narrative, centered around the Compson family, mirrors the fractured South, where
traditions of aristocracy and racial hierarchy are in decline but still haunt the region. Faulkner’s depiction of the
Southern landscape—often filled with dilapidated mansions, barren fields, and winding, dusty roads—serves as a
powerful symbol of both personal and societal decay. The land is steeped in the blood of a painful history, and the
characters’ experiences of loss, guilt, and madness are directly tied to this landscape. Faulkner’s portrayal of the South,
through characters such as the tragic Quentin Compson, reveals the lingering effects of the Civil War and slavery on
Southern identity. The land becomes a space where these conflicts play out, and the sense of historical guilt and the
weight of tradition are ever-present. Through these settings, Faulkner explores how personal identity and the history
of the region are irrevocably intertwined, showing that the past cannot be escaped.

Flannery O'Connor, known for her Southern Gothic style, also used the landscape to explore the Southern tensions
between tradition, faith, and moral decay. In Everything That Rises Must Converge (1965), O'Connor’s short stories
depict characters confronting change in the post-Civil Rights South. The rural and urban settings in O'Connor’s stories
mirror the characters' internal struggles with racial and social upheaval. The crumbling Southern estates and isolated
country roads that appear in her work represent the collision of old Southern traditions with the modern world, which
challenges the region’s racial hierarchy and conservative values. In O'Connor’s work, characters often face moments
of violent grace—moments in which they are confronted with the ugliness of their own prejudices or the need to
reckon with a transforming society. In Everything That Rises Must Converge, for example, the Southern setting of a
bus ride through a segregated town highlights tensions between the old white aristocracy and the newly empowered
African American population. The characters’ encounters with each other— often filled with discomfort, prejudice,
and violence—reflect the deep divisions of Southern society. O'Connor’s use of the landscape in her stories is not just
a backdrop but a key element that underscores the psychological and moral conflicts her characters experience.

Eudora Welty, another significant Southern writer, often used the land itself to evoke the passage of time, memory,
and the continuity of Southern traditions. In novels such as The Optimist’s Daughter (1972), Welty's portrayal of the
rural South is deeply intertwined with the themes of loss and personal reconciliation. The Southern landscape, with
its fields, rivers, and decaying homes, becomes an integral part of her characters' emotional lives. The land represents
both continuity and change—the cyclical nature of life, death, and memory—and is used to reflect the larger
transformations in Southern society. Welty’s depiction of the landscape as a place where the past lingers, both in the
form of physical remnants like old family homes and in the minds of her characters, is central to her storytelling.
Through her characters' interactions with their environment, Welty shows how individuals are often shaped by their
past and by the land they inhabit. The Southern landscape in her work is not only a setting but a symbol of the region's
cultural and historical heritage, one that characters must reconcile with as they move forward into a new era.

In contemporary Southern literature, Jesmyn Ward offers a powerful voice that connects the past to the present. In her
novel Salvage the Bones (2011), Ward uses the landscape of rural Mississippi, particularly in the aftermath of
Hurricane Katrina, to explore the intersection of personal tragedy and regional devastation. The storm is a literal and
metaphorical representation of the upheavals that the region has undergone. The novel’s rural, flood-prone setting
reflects the isolation, poverty, and resilience of the characters, while also highlighting the social and racial inequalities
that persist in the modern South. Ward’s work is particularly poignant in its depiction of the modern South, where the
legacies of slavery and racial segregation continue to shape the lives of African American communities. The land is
depicted as a place where survival is difficult but essential, where characters must not only contend with natural
disasters but also with the broader social and economic forces that continue to oppress them. The harshness of the
land in Ward's novels is symbolic of the struggles her characters face in a world where the wounds of the past are still
being felt.

In the realm of poetry, Robert Hayden uses the Southern landscape to explore themes of racial injustice, the legacy of
slavery, and the emotional scars left by the region’s history. In poems such as "Middle Passage" and "Those Winter
Sundays," Hayden grapples with the emotional weight of the Southern experience, capturing the physical and
psychological landscapes that shaped African American life in the South. His work emphasizes how the landscape,
both in its physicality and its social context, reflects the broader themes of identity, memory, and trauma. In Middle
Passage, for example, Hayden evokes the haunting history of the transatlantic slave trade, using vivid imagery of the
sea and the land to depict the brutality of slavery and its enduring impact on African American identity. The Southern
landscape, as Hayden portrays it, is not merely a place of beauty or nostalgia but a site of violence and suffering. This
complex portrayal of the region’s past is a way to confront its difficult history and its ongoing social consequences,
offering a deeper understanding of how the land itself becomes a symbol of both oppression and resistance.
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The Southern landscape, as depicted in the works of Faulkner, O'Connor, Welty, Ward, and Hayden, is not simply a
physical setting but a powerful symbol of the region’s complicated history. Whether through dilapidated homes, rural
roads, or weathered plantations, the land reflects the psychological and social struggles of its inhabitants. The South’s
ties to slavery, the Civil War, and ongoing racial and class conflicts are embedded in the very soil, making the
landscape an essential part of understanding the region’s cultural and emotional fabric. These authors use the land to
explore themes of tradition, family, conflict, and change, offering a nuanced portrayal of the South that continues to
resonate in contemporary discussions of race, identity, and social justice.

2. The American West: The Frontier Myth and Environmentalism

The American West has long been associated with the mythic ideals of rugged individualism, frontier exploration, and
the triumph of settlers over untamed wilderness. However, the region's literary landscape also reveals a more complex
and nuanced reality, one that underscores the challenges of survival, environmental degradation, and the clash between
myth and reality. Authors like John Steinbeck, Willa Cather, Leslie Marmon Silko, Larry McMurtry, and poets such
as Robinson Jeffers have used the West as both a symbol of human resilience and a cautionary tale about the costs of
taming the land.

In John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath (1939), the West becomes a symbol of both hope and despair. The novel, set
during the Great Depression and the Dust Bowl era, follows the Joad family as they migrate from Oklahoma to
California in search of a better life. The harsh conditions of the Dust Bowl and the environmental devastation caused
by drought and poor farming practices are central to the novel’s critique of economic exploitation and environmental
neglect. Steinbeck uses the land to expose the brutality of agricultural practices, as well as the social and economic
inequalities that plague migrant farmers. The novel’s portrayal of the West is a powerful commentary on the harsh
realities that lie beneath the myth of the frontier. While California is initially portrayed as a land of opportunity and
prosperity, it quickly becomes a site of exploitation, where migrant workers are subjected to poor living conditions
and economic hardship. The land, in The Grapes of Wrath, symbolizes both the natural beauty of the West and the
environmental devastation caused by human greed and short-sightedness. Steinbeck’s exploration of the Dust Bowl
underscores the importance of responsible environmental stewardship and critiques the capitalist system that exploits
both the land and the people who depend on it for survival. The novel’s emphasis on the West as a space of struggle
rather than mythic conquest aligns with a broader environmentalist theme that underscores the human cost of taming
the land.

Willa Cather’s works, particularly in My Antonia (1918), the West is portrayed as a harsh, demanding landscape that
tests the resilience of its settlers. Cather’s novels often focus on the experiences of immigrant families as they navigate
the challenges of frontier life, where the land is both a source of hope and a site of struggle. The vast, open prairies of
Nebraska, where Cather's protagonists seek to build a new life, are simultaneously symbols of both opportunity and
hardship. In My Antonia, the landscape is described with a sense of awe and reverence, yet the characters’
relationships with the land are fraught with difficulty. The immigrants, such as Antonia and her family, must contend
with the unpredictable nature of the land, including severe weather conditions and the isolation that comes with life
on the frontier. Cather’s portrayal of the West emphasizes the connection between identity and land, where the
experience of settling and taming the land shapes the character and values of the settlers.

Cather’s depiction of the landscape emphasizes the environmental hardships faced by early pioneers, showing that the
West’s promise of freedom and prosperity was often tempered by the harsh realities of survival and the toll it took on
human lives.

In contrast to the immigrant settlers, Native American writers like Leslie Marmon Silko present a radically different
relationship to the land, one rooted in spiritual and cultural connections that predate the settler-colonial experience.
In her novel Ceremony (1977), Silko examines the landscape of the Southwestern United States as an integral part of
Native American identity. The novel follows Tayo, a World War II veteran, as he returns to his Laguna Pueblo
homeland and embarks on a journey of healing. Silko uses the landscape to explore themes of memory, healing, and
cultural continuity. The novel’s setting in the desert and mountains reflects the interconnectedness of Native
Americans with their environment, where the land is not merely a backdrop for human activity but a central character
in the spiritual and cultural lives of the people. For Tayo, the healing process involves reconnecting with the land and
understanding his place within it, emphasizing the importance of environmental stewardship and respect for nature.
Silko contrasts the deep spiritual connection that Native Americans have with the land with the destructive forces of
colonization, settler expansion, and environmental degradation. In this way, the landscape in Ceremony becomes a
symbol of both survival and resistance against the forces that seck to erase Native American culture and identity.

Larry McMurtry’s Lonesome Dove (1985) offers a complex and often ambivalent portrayal of the American West,
blending the mythic frontier narrative with the realities of life on the frontier. The novel, which follows a group of
former Texas Rangers on a cattle drive, presents the West as a space of rugged individualism, where characters struggle
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to reconcile their idealized notions of the frontier with the harsh realities of survival and community. McMurtry’s
characters are often caught between the pull of mythic ideals and the necessity of forming meaningful human
connections to survive. The landscape in Lonesome Dove is both a source of adventure and a reminder of the brutal
challenges that come with life in the West.

McMurtry’s portrayal of the West challenges the traditional frontier myth by emphasizing the importance of
community and the emotional complexity of its characters. The harshness of the land is juxtaposed with moments of
tenderness and humanity, showing that survival in the West is not just about individual strength but also about the
ability to forge connections with others. In this way, McMurtry's novel highlights the shifting identity of the West,
where the mythic, individualistic ideals of the past collide with the realities of an evolving society.

In the poetry of Robinson Jeffers, the rugged coastal landscape of California serves as both a symbol of human
isolation and a testament to the enduring power of nature. Jeffers’ work often explores the tension between human
ambition and the natural world, portraying the land as both a beautiful and unforgiving force. In poems such as Tamar
(1924), Jefters uses the harsh, rocky landscapes of the California coast to reflect on the fragility of human endeavors
in the face of nature’s vastness and indifference. The West in Jeffers’ poetry becomes a symbol of both the isolation
that settlers and individuals experience when they confront the land and the deeper, more enduring forces of nature
that transcend human desires. The land is often described as both sublime and hostile, a place where human aspirations
are dwarfed by the enormity and power of the natural world. Jeffers’ work reflects a deep ecological consciousness,
warning against the destructive effects of human encroachment on the land and emphasizing the need for humility in
the face of nature’s immense power.

The American West, as depicted in the works of Steinbeck, Cather, Silko, McMurtry, and Jeffers, is a region that
straddles the line between myth and reality. While the West has long been associated with the frontier spirit of rugged
individualism and opportunity, these authors reveal the harsh environmental realities and the social, economic, and
moral challenges that accompany life in the West. From Steinbeck’s portrayal of the Dust Bowl to McMurtry’s
complex depiction of community on the cattle trail, the landscape serves as a mirror for the characters’ struggles and
the broader themes of survival, identity, and environmental degradation. The West in these works is not merely a
backdrop but a powerful, living entity that shapes the lives of its inhabitants, forcing them to confront both the beauty
and the brutality of the land. The environmental and social issues highlighted by these authors continue to resonate
today, reminding us of the fragility of human endeavors in the face of nature’s enduring power.

3. The Urban North and Industrial Midwest: The Rise and Fall of Industrialization

The industrialization of the American North and Midwest, particularly in cities like Chicago and Detroit, profoundly
shaped the social, economic, and cultural landscape of the United States. The rapid rise of industry in the late 19th
and early 20th centuries created both opportunities and challenges for millions of immigrants, African Americans, and
working-class families. However, as these cities transformed from booming industrial hubs to post-industrial
landscapes, they also became symbols of alienation, disillusionment, and the collapse of the American Dream. Writers
like Richard Wright, Saul Bellow, Toni Morrison, and Philip Roth have used these urban settings to explore themes
of migration, labor, racial and class struggles, and the shifting identities of individuals and families caught in the
changing tides of industrialization.

Richard Wright’s Native Son (1940) is a seminal work that explores the intersection of race, poverty, and the urban
landscape in Chicago. The novel’s protagonist, Bigger Thomas, is a young African American man who faces systemic
racism, economic hardship, and a sense of alienation in a city that promises opportunities but offers few to people like
him. Wright uses the setting of Chicago, particularly its cramped, segregated neighborhoods, to depict the racial and
economic barriers that constrain Bigger’s life. The industrial North, in Wright’s work, is both a place of promise and
a place of despair. The city offers the hope of economic mobility through factory work, but it also imprisons African
Americans in low-wage labor, substandard living conditions, and a pervasive atmosphere of racial prejudice. The
urban environment reflects the psychological and social alienation experienced by African Americans in the early
20th century. Wright’s portrayal of the city as a site of racial and class struggles shows how the industrial landscape
is not merely a backdrop for individual lives but a key force in shaping their experiences of oppression and resistance.
Bigger’s tragic fate is shaped by the limitations imposed on him by the social and economic forces of industrialization,
making the city’s industrial landscape central to understanding his character and his struggles.

Saul Bellow’s American Pastoral (1997) examines the identity crisis faced by Seymour “Swede” Levov, a successful
Jewish businessman in post-war America. Set in the industrial city of Newark, New Jersey, the novel explores the
changing dynamics of family, identity, and society in the aftermath of industrialization. The novel’s portrayal of the
Levov family’s suburban home and the city of Newark itself serves as a metaphor for the decline of the American
Dream. The once-thriving industrial city, which was once a symbol of progress and prosperity, is now grappling with
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social unrest, economic decline, and the fading promise of upward mobility. In American Pastoral, Bellow uses the
backdrop of the post-industrial city to explore the tensions between idealism and reality. The decline of Newark as an
industrial powerhouse mirrors the unraveling of the Levov family’s seemingly perfect life. As the Swede’s daughter
Merry becomes radicalized and engages in an act of domestic terrorism, the novel highlights the social and political
fractures that exist in post-industrial America. The city, once an emblem of American success, becomes a symbol of
disillusionment, where the grand ideals of prosperity and social mobility have been replaced by a grim reality of
alienation and social fragmentation. Bellow’s portrayal of the urban North and industrial Midwest underscores the
failure of industrialization to provide lasting social and economic stability for all citizens.

Toni Morrison’s novels often depict the African American experience in the context of both rural and urban landscapes.
In Beloved (1987), Morrison uses the setting of Cincinnati to examine the lingering psychological scars of slavery,
migration, and the struggle for identity. Set after the Civil War, the novel portrays the difficulties African Americans
face as they try to create new lives in a post-slavery society. Cincinnati, as a city in the North, represents both the
promise of freedom and the ongoing trauma of the past. The urban landscape is marked by the complexities of race,
memory, and survival in a society that is not fully ready to embrace African American equality. In Sula (1973), set in
the small town of Medallion, Ohio, Morrison delves into the dynamics of race and gender in a working-class African
American community. The novel’s portrayal of the town and its residents highlights the tension between personal
freedom and social expectations, particularly for African American women. The industrial backdrop of Medallion is
a reminder of the oppressive forces that shape the lives of the community’s inhabitants. Morrison’s work, set against
these urban and industrial landscapes, critiques both the external systems of power and the internalized limitations
placed on African American identity. For Morrison, the industrial landscape is not just a physical space but a symbol
of the societal structures that continue to control and define the lives of African Americans.

In American Pastoral and his other works, Philip Roth explores the tensions between the rise of industrial America
and the fall of the post-industrial landscape. Like Bellow, Roth examines the transformation of urban and industrial
spaces in the mid-20th century and the collapse of the idealized version of the American Dream. In American Pastoral
(1997), Roth centers on Seymour Levov, a man who represents the ideal of American success—wealth, stability, and
assimilation. However, as the story unfolds, the industrial city of Newark becomes a site of social unrest, political
disillusionment, and the erosion of the American ideal. Roth’s depiction of the post-industrial landscape is marked by
alienation and the unraveling of personal and national identity. The city, once a place of promise for industrial workers
and their families, becomes a symbol of decay and failure. In Roth’s work, the urban North and industrial Midwest
serve as a backdrop for examining the breakdown of social and family structures in the face of changing economic
realities. The ideal of upward mobility through hard work and industrial labor is juxtaposed with the personal and
collective disillusionment of individuals who find themselves trapped in a cycle of economic and emotional despair.

The urban North, particularly in cities like Harlem, also features prominently in the poetry of the Harlem Renaissance.
Poets like Langston Hughes used the urban landscape to reflect the struggles of African Americans in cities that
promised opportunity but often delivered discrimination and inequality. In poems like The Negro Speaks of Rivers
(1921) and I, Too (1926), Hughes uses the urban North to explore the complexities of African American identity,
pride, and the quest for equality in a world where racial barriers are still deeply entrenched. As the industrial landscape
began to decline in the post-World War II era, poets such as Ted Berrigan captured the disintegration of the American
Dream and the collapse of the post-industrial city. Berrigan’s poems often depict the urban landscape as a symbol of
loss and alienation, as once-thriving industrial cities fall into disrepair. In these works, the city becomes a metaphor
for the failure of American ideals, particularly the notion of social mobility through industrial labor. The shift from
industrial prosperity to urban decay is reflected in the fragmented, often disillusioned tone of Berrigan’s poetry, which
highlights the emotional and social consequences of the collapse of the post-industrial city.

The urban North and industrial Midwest, as depicted in the works of Richard Wright, Saul Bellow, Toni Morrison,
Philip Roth, and poets like Langston Hughes and Ted Berrigan, serve as rich landscapes for exploring the rise and fall
of industrialization in America. The cities of Chicago, Detroit, Newark, and Harlem become more than mere settings;
they are key symbols of the promise and failure of the American Dream. These writers examine the ways in which
industrialization shaped individuals’ lives, from the alienation and racial struggles in Wright’s Native Son to the
disillusionment and identity crises in Bellow’s American Pastoral and Roth’s American Pastoral. The industrial
landscapes of the North and Midwest are depicted as both spaces of opportunity and spaces where individuals confront
deep social and economic inequalities. The decline of these cities in the post-industrial era is marked by a loss of
idealism and a grappling with the complexities of identity, migration, labor, and the American experience. Through
these urban settings, writers give voice to the fractured realities of a rapidly changing society.
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4. The Northeast: Identity, Intellectualism, and Class

The Northeastern United States, particularly regions like New York City and New England, is often depicted as a
cultural, intellectual, and economic hub that significantly shapes the identities and lives of those who inhabit it. The
landscape and urban environments of the Northeast have served as settings for exploring themes of class,
intellectualism, alienation, and identity, offering a backdrop for writers to examine personal reinvention, societal
expectations, and the tensions between personal desires and social norms. From the Roaring Twenties of F. Scott
Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby to the post-war disillusionment captured by J.D. Salinger’s The Catcher in the Rye, and
into the immigrant experiences explored in Jhumpa Lahiri’s The Namesake, the Northeast is portrayed not just as a
physical place but as an intricate, symbolic site of cultural and personal conflict. Additionally, in the poetry of figures
like W. H. Auden and Elizabeth Bishop, the New England landscape becomes a metaphor for searching for personal
meaning and identity, reflecting both a connection to history and a yearning for understanding in the face of modern
life's complexities.

F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby (1925) is one of the quintessential works that uses the Northeastern landscape—
specifically the settings of Long Island and New York City—to explore the theme of the American Dream and its
inherent contradictions. Through the contrast between the West Egg and East Egg communities, Fitzgerald presents a
critique of the American social hierarchy, class divides, and the idea of self-made success. The physical setting of the
novel, with its extravagant mansions, lavish parties, and proximity to New York, symbolizes the materialism and
moral decay that accompanies the pursuit of the American Dream. Long Island’s North Shore, in particular, becomes
a metaphor for the unattainability of the dream that Jay Gatsby embodies. His mansion and the green light across the
bay symbolize not just his longing for Daisy Buchanan but also the larger aspiration of a new life, free from the
constraints of class and history. However, Fitzgerald’s portrayal reveals the corruption, disillusionment, and emptiness
that come with that pursuit, suggesting that the dream, rooted in wealth and social status, is inherently flawed and
unattainable. Fitzgerald’s use of the Northeastern landscape critiques the notion of reinvention that the American
Dream promises, highlighting instead the rigidity of social stratification and the limitations of personal agency in the
face of entrenched class systems.

In J.D. Salinger’s The Catcher in the Rye (1951), the Northeastern urban environment— particularly New York City—
becomes a central character in the novel, shaping the experiences and psychology of the protagonist, Holden Caulfield.
The novel explores Holden's deep sense of alienation and disconnection from the world around him, using New York’s
urban spaces as a backdrop for his journey of self-exploration. Salinger presents the city as a place of confusion,
superficiality, and overwhelming complexity, mirroring Holden’s internal struggles and his search for meaning in a
world that feels hostile and phony. Holden's journey through the city— visiting iconic locations like Central Park, the
Museum of Natural History, and the Edmont Hotel—symbolizes his longing for authenticity and innocence, even as
he is confronted with the complexities and corruption of adult society. New York City, with its frenetic energy and
constant movement, becomes a metaphor for Holden’s own chaotic emotions and disillusionment. His refusal to
engage with the city’s mainstream culture further highlights his sense of isolation. Salinger’s portrayal of the city
captures the sense of alienation and confusion that is emblematic of post-war youth, positioning the urban environment
as both a catalyst for and a reflection of Holden’s inner turmoil.

In the 21st century, Jhumpa Lahiri’s The Namesake (2003) examines the immigrant experience in the Northeast,
particularly in Boston, and the way that geography shapes identity, belonging, and self-discovery. The novel follows
Gogol Ganguli, a first-generation Bengali-American, as he navigates his dual identity as the child of immigrants living
in a foreign land. Lahiri uses the Northeast—specifically the tension between the urban spaces of Boston and the more
traditional world of his Bengali heritage—as a canvas to explore the complexities of assimilation, family, and the
search for personal identity. Through Gogol’s experiences, Lahiri portrays how the immigrant journey is intertwined
with geography. The setting of Boston, a city known for its intellectualism and historical significance, shapes Gogol’s
understanding of the world around him and the expectations placed on him by his family and society. As he grows
older, he grapples with the complexities of his identity, trying to balance his Bengali heritage with his desire to fit into
American society. The city’s cultural landscape, with its rich history and diverse population, serves as both a point of
connection and a site of alienation for Gogol, ultimately shaping his journey toward self-discovery. Lahiri’s novel
highlights how geography—particularly the urban and intellectual spaces of the Northeast—becomes a key factor in
defining one’s sense of belonging and identity.

In the poetry of W. H. Auden and Elizabeth Bishop, the New England landscape plays a central role in the exploration
of personal meaning, order, and stability. Auden, in poems such as "The New Year", often reflects on the larger
existential questions of life and human nature, using the natural environment to explore themes of time, mortality, and
personal responsibility. New England’s natural beauty—its woods, rivers, and towns—serves as a backdrop for
Auden’s meditations on the search for meaning and purpose. Similarly, Elizabeth Bishop, a poet with strong ties to

33

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH IN SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES


http://www.ijrssh.com/
http://www.ijrssh.com/

International Journal of Research in Social Sciences and Humanities http://www.ijrssh.com

(IJRSSH) 2024, Vol. No. 14, Issue No. II, Apr-Jun e-ISSN: 2249-4642 p-ISSN: 2454-4671

New England, often uses the landscape of the region to explore themes of solitude, introspection, and the human
condition. In poems like "The Moose" (1972), Bishop’s vivid descriptions of the New England countryside mirror the
internal states of the poem’s characters. The landscape in her work serves as a symbol of both the complexity of the
self and the yearning for connection to something larger than oneself. New England’s natural beauty becomes a
metaphor for the quest for order and understanding in a world that can feel chaotic and uncertain. Both Auden and
Bishop use the New England landscape as a space for reflection, where the natural world provides not just a physical
setting but a framework for understanding larger philosophical questions. Their works reflect the dual nature of the
landscape as both a source of stability and a reminder of the tensions and contradictions inherent in the search for
personal meaning.

The Northeastern United States, with its urban hubs like New York City and its rural regions like New England, has
long been a central setting for exploring themes of identity, class, intellectualism, and cultural reinvention in American
literature. In the works of F. Scott Fitzgerald, J.D. Salinger, and Jhumpa Lahiri, the landscape of the Northeast serves
as a canvas for grappling with the complexities of the American experience—whether through the critique of the
American Dream, the disillusionment of post-war youth, or the immigrant experience in a rapidly changing society.
Moreover, the poetry of figures like W. H. Auden and Elizabeth Bishop reflects how the New England landscape can
serve as both a source of existential inquiry and a metaphor for the search for personal meaning and connection. The
Northeast, with its distinct cultural and historical markers, remains a powerful setting in American literature,
embodying both the tensions and possibilities of American life. It is a space where intellectual ideals, class struggles,
and individual identities are constantly in flux, reflecting the broader societal changes that continue to shape the United
States.

5. The American Southwest and Native American Landscape

The American Southwest has long been a region rich in symbolic, spiritual, and cultural significance for Native
American communities, particularly those of the Pueblo, Navajo, Hopi, Zuni, and other Indigenous groups who have
called this land home for centuries. For these communities, the landscape—whether it be the desert, mountains, or
vast open spaces—is not merely a backdrop to their daily lives but a profound source of cultural identity, spiritual
sustenance, and ancestral connection. The desert landscapes of the Southwest, characterized by arid expanses, rugged
mountains, and deep canyons, are often viewed as sacred spaces that hold the stories of creation, resilience, and
survival. Authors like Leslie Marmon Silko, Sherman Alexie, and N. Scott Momaday, along with poets such as Joy
Harjo and Simon Ortiz, have used the Southwest and Native American landscapes to explore themes of cultural
survival, displacement, colonialism, and the ongoing connection between Indigenous peoples and their ancestral
lands. Through their works, they emphasize the interwoven relationship between Native Americans and the landscape,
highlighting how land is integral to the preservation of culture, history, and spirituality.

Leslie Marmon Silko’s Ceremony (1977) is a groundbreaking novel that reflects the deep connection between the
Southwestern landscape and the healing process of Indigenous identity. Set in the desert landscape of the Laguna
Pueblo reservation, Ceremony follows the journey of Tayo, a Native American war veteran who returns home to
confront the psychological and emotional scars of war and colonialism. Throughout the novel, the desert, mountains,
and mesas become symbolic spaces where Tayo struggles to reconcile his experiences of trauma with the healing
practices of his ancestral Pueblo culture. Silko’s portrayal of the Southwestern landscape is central to the novel’s
themes of cultural resilience and recovery. For Tayo, healing involves reconnecting with the land and the spiritual
practices that have been passed down through generations. The landscape, in this context, is not a passive setting but
an active force that sustains and shapes the characters’ sense of identity. The sacredness of the land is reflected in the
rituals, stories, and ceremonies that honor its power and its connection to Native American spirituality. The desert,
with its harshness and beauty, serves as both a reminder of the trauma of colonialism and a space of potential healing
and renewal. Silko’s work exemplifies how Native American authors use the landscape as a symbol of cultural
survival, where the land is seen as a living entity that holds the memory and stories of the people. Sherman Alexie’s
The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven (1993) is a collection of interconnected short stories that explore the
lives of contemporary Native Americans living on and off the Spokane Indian Reservation in Washington. The
Southwestern landscape is less directly invoked here, but Alexie’s use of the broader American West—including both
urban and rural environments—reflects themes of dislocation, identity, and the clash between traditional Indigenous
ways of life and the pressures of modernity and colonialism. Alexie’s protagonists often feel alienated from both their
Native heritage and the dominant American culture. Through his characters’ journeys, Alexie depicts how the
landscape—whether urban or rural—becomes a battleground for identity, cultural survival, and the painful legacies
of colonialism. The desert and urban spaces in Alexie’s work serve as metaphors for the disconnection and
fragmentation that many Native Americans experience in the face of historical trauma, poverty, and a changing world.
However, Alexie also weaves humor and resilience into his stories, showing that despite dislocation and loss, there
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remains a deep connection to cultural traditions and a desire to reclaim one’s identity in a modern world that often
ignores or marginalizes Indigenous voices.

In House Made of Dawn (1968), N. Scott Momaday, a Kiowa author, explores the life of Abel, a Native American
man who returns to his New Mexico reservation after serving in World War II. The Southwestern landscape—
particularly the desert and mountainous terrain—serves as a central motif in the novel, representing both the cultural
and spiritual dislocation that Abel experiences and the potential for renewal and healing. Momaday’s writing
emphasizes the sacredness of the land and its significance in Native American traditions. The novel’s title, House
Made of Dawn, refers to the way in which the protagonist must reconnect with the land, his ancestors, and his cultural
traditions in order to achieve spiritual and personal healing. The desert landscape is symbolic of the cyclical nature of
life, death, and rebirth in Native American cosmology. Momaday’s reverence for the land is also reflected in his poetic
descriptions of the Southwestern terrain, which capture its harshness, beauty, and spiritual significance. Through
Abel’s journey, Momaday explores how the land acts as both a place of ancestral memory and a site for the possibility
of cultural resurgence, where Indigenous identity can be reawakened and revitalized through connection to the land.

In the poetry of Joy Harjo and Simon Ortiz, the Southwestern landscape is portrayed as a living, breathing entity that
sustains both physical and spiritual life. Harjo, a member of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation, often incorporates the
landscapes of the American West into her work, reflecting her deep connection to the land and its significance in
Native American cultural survival. In poems such as "The Woman Hanging from the Thirteenth Floor Window"
(1978), Harjo evokes the imagery of the natural world to explore themes of identity, resilience, and survival. The land,
in Harjo’s poetry, is a symbol of continuity and connection to ancestors, offering a spiritual anchor in the face of
colonization and cultural loss. Similarly, Simon Ortiz, a poet of Acoma Pueblo heritage, frequently writes about the
sacredness of the Southwestern landscape and its importance in Native American life. In his poem "My Father’s Song"
(1976), Ortiz reflects on the relationship between his father, the land, and his own sense of identity. The landscape is
presented as both a source of sustenance and a powerful spiritual force that connects generations of Indigenous people.
Ortiz’s work emphasizes the importance of remembering and honoring the land as a means of preserving cultural
knowledge and ensuring the survival of Native American traditions. Both Harjo and Ortiz use the landscape as a way
to confront the dislocation caused by colonialism and the forced relocation of Indigenous peoples. The land becomes
not just a source of material survival but a symbol of cultural continuity and resistance. Their poetry is deeply rooted
in the belief that the land carries the memory of their ancestors and sustains their collective identity as Native peoples.

In the works of Leslie Marmon Silko, Sherman Alexie, N. Scott Momaday, and poets like Joy Harjo and Simon Ortiz,
the Southwestern landscape becomes a central symbol for Native American identity, cultural survival, and spiritual
resilience. The desert, mountains, and wide-open spaces are not mere settings but living, sacred spaces that carry the
histories and stories of Indigenous peoples. These authors and poets use the land to explore themes of dislocation,
colonialism, cultural memory, and the ongoing connection between Indigenous peoples and their ancestral territories.
Through their works, they challenge the dominant narratives of history and reclaim the landscape as a space of cultural
resistance, renewal, and spiritual continuity. The Southwestern landscape, with all its harsh realities and sacred
significance, becomes a testament to the enduring strength and resilience of Native American communities in the face
of colonization and cultural erasure.

6. The Great Plains: Isolation, Resilience, and Transformation

The Great Plains of the United States, stretching across a vast area from the Rocky Mountains to the Midwest, is often
depicted as a landscape that embodies themes of isolation, resilience, and transformation. For centuries, the Great
Plains has shaped the lives of those who have lived and worked on it, including the Native American populations,
immigrants, pioneers, and farmers. Writers like Willa Cather, Mari Sandoz, and Kent Haruf have drawn from this
landscape to explore the challenges and transformations that occur within both individuals and communities. The
plains, often portrayed as a backdrop of struggle, loneliness, and hardship, also offer moments of beauty and profound
human connection. The vastness and emptiness of the Great Plains, with its endless skies and sweeping horizons,
create an environment that fosters both a sense of personal isolation and the development of profound resilience. For
many writers, the landscape of the Great Plains becomes a character itself, shaping and influencing the individuals
who inhabit it. Through the works of Cather’s My Antonia, Haruf’s Plainsong, and other literary explorations, the
Great Plains is shown as a site where human life is marked by the tension between physical endurance and emotional
growth, as well as a place that facilitates personal and communal transformation.

In Willa Cather’s My Antonia (1918), the Great Plains plays a central role in shaping the lives of the immigrants who
settle there, particularly the Bohemian family of Antonia Shimerda. The novel focuses on the experience of Jim
Burden, a young boy who grows up in Nebraska and forms a close bond with Antonia, a strong-willed and determined
girl from a family of immigrants. The plains, as described in Cather’s lyrical prose, represent both the harshness and
the beauty of the natural world. Cather’s depiction of the plains highlights the immigrant experience of adaptation and
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survival in a foreign land. For Antonia and her family, the plains are both a challenge and a source of nourishment, as
they work the land to make a living. Cather uses the Great Plains as a metaphor for the resilience of the human spirit
in the face of adversity, and Antonia herself is emblematic of that strength. Through the novel’s portrayal of Antonia’s
struggles and triumphs, Cather underscores the transformation of the land and its people, showing how the Great
Plains, despite its isolation, fosters personal and communal growth. The land itself is not just a backdrop; it is an
active force that shapes the characters' lives, providing both challenges and moments of beauty that echo the
complexities of the immigrant experience.

Kent Haruf’s Plainsong (1999) explores life in the small town of Holt, Colorado, situated on the Great Plains. In
contrast to Cather’s focus on individual immigrants, Haruf’s novel is concerned with the interconnectedness of a rural,
tight-knit community. Haruf uses the landscape to symbolize the emotional and social geography of the town, where
lives are often marked by isolation, but where the bonds of family and community provide a sense of stability and
support. The vastness of the Great Plains is reflected in the emotional vastness of Haruf’s characters. The people in
Holt, though seemingly isolated and living in physical and emotional spaces of solitude, are also deeply intertwined
with each other. The plains' “emptiness” is mirrored in the loneliness and quiet sorrow of characters like Maggie
Jones, a schoolteacher, and Victoria Roubideaux, a pregnant teenager. But through their connections, the land and its
vast, stark beauty provide both a refuge and a mirror for their emotional journeys. Haruf’s portrayal of the plains is a
study of resilience, as characters find ways to survive the physical and emotional challenges they face. The landscape
acts as both a reflection of and a catalyst for personal growth, where characters find meaning in their relationships,
even as they struggle to make sense of their lives in such an isolated place. The Great Plains is depicted not just as a
harsh setting, but as one that fosters transformation, encouraging personal connection and communal responsibility
amidst the barren land.

In Mari Sandoz’s Old Jules (1935), the Great Plains serves as both a setting and a symbol of the challenges faced by
the pioneers and settlers who attempted to tame the land in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Sandoz’s work,
which chronicles the life of Jules Sandoz and his family’s struggle to survive on the plains of Nebraska, emphasizes
the harsh reality of settling the land and the spiritual endurance required to do so. The environment in Old Jules is
unforgiving—desolate, unforgiving, and vast—mirroring the internal struggles of the settlers as they face both external
challenges and inner conflicts. Sandoz’s portrayal of the plains reveals the resilience of the settlers who are forced to
adapt to a land that often seems indifferent to their efforts. Yet, the land also becomes a source of transformation, as
the Sandoz family’s relationship with the land evolves over time. Through Old Jules’ dedication to the land and his
family’s eventual success, Sandoz presents the Great Plains as a force that demands both hardship and respect,
fostering personal transformation through persistence and connection to the earth.

In the poetry of Ted Kooser, a former U.S. poet laureate and native of Nebraska, the Great Plains are portrayed as both
beautiful and indifferent, capturing the land’s power and vulnerability. Kooser’s work often reflects the tension
between the majesty of the plains and the struggles of those who live there. Through poems like "Flying at Night",
Kooser depicts the vastness of the landscape, using the image of the open sky and the expansive horizon as symbols
of both freedom and isolation. Kooser’s poetry emphasizes the emotional effect the land has on the human spirit. The
desolate beauty of the plains is often presented as indifferent to human efforts, illustrating the vast gap between human
ambition and the uncompromising nature of the land. Yet, in the face of this harshness, his poems also reflect a sense
of resilience and acceptance, highlighting the human ability to endure and find meaning within the challenging
landscape. Through his depiction of the plains, Kooser brings attention to both the emptiness of the land and the
profound connection that humans make with it, even in their vulnerability.

The Great Plains, with its sweeping horizons, vast emptiness, and harsh conditions, has served as a powerful setting
for writers like Willa Cather, Kent Haruf, and Mari Sandoz to explore themes of isolation, resilience, and
transformation. For these authors, the land is not just a setting, but an active participant in shaping the lives of the
people who inhabit it. The vastness of the plains becomes a metaphor for the emotional, psychological, and social
challenges faced by individuals and communities, while also offering a sense of resilience and hope. The plains, in
their harsh beauty and profound silence, reflect the tensions between human vulnerability and the endurance required
to survive in such an environment. Through their works, these writers capture the complexities of life on the Great
Plains, portraying it as a landscape of both struggle and transformation. Whether focusing on the immigrant
experience, small-town interconnectedness, or the harsh realities of pioneer life, they use the land itself to explore the
dynamics of human survival and community resilience. The Great Plains, then, is not just a place of isolation but also
a space where individuals find meaning, strength, and the ability to endure.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the American landscape in literature offers a powerful reflection of regional identity, shaping the
narratives and experiences of characters in diverse ways. From the rural South's ties to history and tradition, to the
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vast, mythic West that embodies the American frontier spirit, to the industrialized North and urban centers that explore
issues of race, class, and migration, literature provides a rich tapestry through which regional landscapes are portrayed
as dynamic forces. The inclusion of Native American perspectives further deepens our understanding of the intricate
relationships between land, identity, and culture. As this study shows, the American landscape serves not only as a
physical setting but also as a metaphorical space for social, cultural, and environmental exploration, highlighting the
complexity and richness of regional identity in American literary traditions.
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